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General Rules
OHSET Rules and Guidelines will take precedent over all other rules.  However, 
USEF,  USDF, NRHA and OWDTA rules will support OHSET if rules are not 
covered in the OHSET rules and guidelines. 
Supporting Rulebooks are listed with classes if applicable.
Rulebooks are listed in governing order. 
List of events of competition available:

Individual  Event Pattern Classes:
Dressage	 OHSET Chapter 18, USDF, USEF  Chapter DR 
		   United States Dressage Federation  
		  www.usdf.org,  
		  United States Equestrian Federation				  
		  www.equestrian.org
Driving  OHSET Chapter 20, ADS   
		  American Driving Society 
		  www.americandrivingsociety.org
Hunt Seat Equitation Over Fences  OHSET Chapter 22,  
		  USEF  Chapter EQ -2 
Hunt Seat Equitation  OHSET Chapter  21, USEF Chapter EQ -2
In Hand Trail  OHSET Chapter 24
Reining   OHSET Chapter 25, USEF, NRHA   
		  National Reining Horse Association 
		   http://nrha1.com/ 
Saddle Seat Equitation  OHSET Chapter 26, USEF  Chaper EQ-3
Showmanship  OHSET Chapter 27
Timed Events  OHSET Chapter 29
Trail  OHSET (refer to rules of seat style ridden), USEF  Chapter WS-3
Western Horsemanship OHSET Chapter 31, USEF  Chapter EQ-4 
Working Rancher   OHSET Chapter 33

Team Classes:
Team Penning  OHSET Chapter 17				  
Team Canadian Flags  OHSET  Chapter 30	
In Hand Obstacle Relay  OHSET Chapter 23	        
Two Man Birangle  OHSET  Chapter 30
Working Pairs  OHSET Chapter 32
Drill Team - Freestyle Fours OHSET	 Chapter 19
Drill Team - Freestyle 6+ OHSET Chapter 19
		  Refer to Western States Equestrian Drill Team Association  
	 	 for list of maneuvers, flag protocol.   
		  http://www.wsedta.org/membershipforms.html

OHSET Official Contact Information
Oregon High School Equestrian Teams website   www.ohset.com.   
District and School Contact Information are available on this website.
All Communication should be directed through your district chair.
See Rulebook Appendix for OHSET officer contact information.
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Good Luck Ladies! It has been my privilege  
to be your Coach !! 

~Lisa 
North Valley High School
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RULES CHANGES FOR THE 2017 SEASON
General Rules

3.1.1.3.  All Head Coaches and Advisors must participate in the OHSET 
Coaches training in their FIRST season of coaching/advising.  (This 
begins the 2017/2018 season).
3.1.1.4. Assistant Coaches and Advisors must participate in the OHSET 
Coaches training before they can register for their SECOND season of 
coaching/advising.
3.1.1.5.  Coaches in their first years must participate in the OHSET 
Coaches training no less than once every two seasons; every season is 
best.
3.1.1.6.  Once any coach or advisor has participated in two OHSET 
Coaches trainings, in two different OHSET seasons, they will only be 
required to attend every 5 seasons.

 For example:  A new head coach starts in the season beginning 
in 2016, participates in the October 2016 Coaches Training, then 
participates again in the November 2017 training; they would not be 
required to participate in the training again until pre-registration of the 
2022/23 season.

Drill
	 19.2. Freestyle 5+ - Teams with 5 or more riders

Cattle
15.12.5.  If there is evidence of mechanical failure or another condition 
that an athlete could not have been aware of, a judge has the discretion to 
issue/offer a re-ride even if the athlete pursued the calf/cattle.
16.11.3.  If there is evidence a mechanical failure or another condition 
that an athlete could not have been aware of, a judge has the discretion to 
issue/offer a re-ride even if the athlete pursued the calf/cattle. 

Reining
25.1.3. Split reins, when used with a curb bit,  must be held with one 
finger between the reins with the bight of the rein falling on the same side 
as the rein hand.  They may also be held like romal reins with all fingers 
wrapped around the reins and with the bight held in the opposite hand.  
There can be no fingers between the reins when held romal style

Timed Events:
28.9.5.2. The course is considered to be “ready” when the gate is open, the 
path through the gate is clean and the arena is clear.
Figure 8
29.2.1.3.1. Still only have 45 seconds to cross start line from the time the 
course is ready or No Time

Western Horsemanship
31.1.1.2.  Split reins, when used with a curb bit,   must be held with one 
finger between the reins with the bight of the rein falling on the same side 
as the rein hand.  They may also be held like romal reins with all fingers 
wrapped around the reins and with the bight held in the opposite hand.  
There can be no fingers between the reins when held romal style.
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1.  Rules
1.1.  Oregon High School Equestrian Teams (OHSET) Rules and Standard 
Operating Guidelines (SOG) have been formulated specific to OHSET 
competition and these rules shall prevail.
1.2.  The OHSET Rulebook and Standard Operating Guidelines are 
published by the State Board and are to be followed. 
1.3.  If a conflict occurs in interpretation of a rule or guideline, the OHSET 
Rulebook will be used first, followed by others as specified in the list of 
events.
1.4.  All issues need to be communicated in a timely manner. 
1.5.  If concerning a specific class, communicate prior to completion of the 
class.
1.6.  Other issues shall be communicated prior to completion of the meet. 
1.7.  After the new season starts, clarifications will be made public via the 
OHSET website,  http://www.ohset.com,  e-mail, and other appropriate 
lines of communication including direct communication with the District 
Chairs and State Board Members. 
1.8.  Rule Updates 

1.8.1.  Will be communicated to districts.  
1.8.1.1.  Districts will communicate to the schools.

1.9.  New rules that are missed during the printing of the rulebook will be 
communicated via the OHSET website,  http://www.ohset.com, e-mail and 
other lines of communication with District Chairs, State Board Members 
and Judges.  
1.10.  District Stewardship Committee(s)

1.10.1  A Stewardship Committee for District Meets will be formed 
prior to the start of a competition.
1.10.2. Decisions will be made by the District Stewardship 
committee. 

1.10.2.1.  If the conflict cannot be settled through the use of 
rulebooks and a satisfactory interpretation cannot be arrived at 
during the District Level Stewardship Committee meeting, the 
District Chair will attempt to contact the State Rules Chair or 
the State Chair to solve the issue.  
1.10.2.2.  If the requestor is not satisfied by the District 
Stewardship Committee decision, the District Chair will send 
a complete history of the conflict with all sides represented to 
the State Rules Chair and State Chair. Confidentiality is highly 
recommended. 
1.10.2.3.  The State Rules Committee will present 
recommendation to the State Board for a final decision.  An 
appeal to this decision may be filed with a formal letter and 
$50 sent to the State Board. Petitioner may present appeal.  The 
State Board will review and report back prior to the next meet 
or as soon as possible.
1.10.2.4.  The State Board decision is final.  
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2.  Insurance
2.1.  A general liability policy purchased and maintained through the 
OHSET Organization will cover spectators and bystanders.
2.2.  It is recommended that each student/athlete supply their own health/
accident insurance.. Individual schools may require high school athletes to 
have health insurance.

3.  Participation
3.1.  General Participation in OHSET 

3.1.1.  The coaches and advisors forming the equine sport program 
must follow school, OHSET, and OSAA guidelines. 

3.1.1.1.  Registered, certified head coaches and advisors must 
be 21 years or older.
3.1.1.2.  All registered head coaches and advisors must have 
taken the OSAA Coaches Training.
3.1.1.3.  All Head Coaches and Advisors must participated 
in the OHSET Coaches training in their FIRST season of 
coaching/advising.  (This begins the 2017/2018 season).
3.1.1.4. Assistant Coaches and Advisors must participate in 
the OHSET Coaches training before they can register for 
their SECOND season of coaching/advising.
3.1.1.5.  Coaches in their first years must participate in 
the OHSET Coaches training no less than once every two 
seasons; every season is best.
3.1.1.6.  Once any coach or advisor has participated in 
two OHSET Coaches trainings, in two different OHSET 
seasons, they will only be required to attend every 5 
seasons.
	      For example:  A new head coach starts in the season 
beginning in 2016, participates in the October 2016 Coaches 
Training, then participates again in the November 2017 
training; they would not be required to participate in the 
training again until pre-registration of the 2022/23 season.

3.1.2.  A team must have the approval of the proper authorities of the 
school as indicated on the Team Registration form. 
3.1.3.  Volunteers, coaches, advisors and team support people must 
understand and sign in agreement, the OHSET Code of Conduct.
3.1.4.  Originals of the Code of Conduct and Release form must be 
filed with the District Secretary and be kept available in the office at 
each meet.
3.1.5.  A participation fee, established prior to the competition season, 
will be charged to each athlete. 
3.1.6.  Fees must be paid as required by the District prior to 
participation in any event.  
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3.1.7.  District Rules: All districts will be required to have a copy of 
their District Rules on file with the State. This will be turned in with 
their registration.   Purpose: Immediate resolutions of issues that 
concern disbursement of money and Code of Conduct infractions. 
They can also be used to back up legal inquiries. 
3.1.8.  New District Chairs will receive the following information: 
•	 District Chair Handbook 
•	 OHSET State Patch
•	 Rulebook 
•	 Agreement to attend District Chair trainings and retreats.

3.1.9.  New Advisors / Coaches will receive the following 
information when they become part of OHSET: 
•	 Advisor & Coaches Handbook
•	 OHSET State Patch 
•	 Rulebook
•	 Coach certification information as required by the school they 

represent.
3.2.  Team Participation in OHSET

3.2.1.  Every Team Advisor and Coach will comply with the rules 
and guidelines as set forth by their high school in regard to security 
and or Criminal History Background.  Refer to Advisor and Coach 
Expectations
3.2.2.  Adult supervision (21 years or older) must be present at all 
team activities
3.2.3.  The teams that are located in the district will participate and be 
part of that district
3.2.4.  A team can consist of both competing and non-competing 
athletes (grooms). Only Competing Athletes will count toward the 
team’s large, medium, small and mini team designation
3.2.5.  Team Rules:  All teams will be required to submit a copy of 
their team rules to the district. These will be submitted annually with 
the registration of each school team.  A copy of each school’s Code of 
Conduct will be included with this compliance.  Purpose: Immediate 
resolution of issues that concern disbursement of money, Code of 
Conduct infractions and they can be used to back up legal inquiries. 

3.2.5.1.  Coaches and advisors may not make any single event 
mandatory in order to participate on a school team
3.2.5.2.  Coaches and advisors may require participation in a 
team event for a varsity letter or specific skill levels to ride drill 
or run timed events, etc.

3.3  Athlete Participation in OHSET
3.3.1.  Eligibility: Any high school student, regardless of race, creed, 
sex, ability or skill level, physical or mental challenge may participate 
in OHSET
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3.3.2.  A student may participate in OHSET for up tp (4) consecutive 
years,  (8) semesters, or the equivalent after entering the 9th grade.  
3.3.3. All of the athletes representing a school must be enrolled 
in and attending that school.  Exceptions will be addressed by the 
State Board and will be consistent with the OSAA rules as much as 
possible
3.3.4.  Students representing a high school shall not compete against 
unattached individuals.  Example:  If a meet is scheduled for high 
schools, everyone competing must represent his/her high school.  
There can be no unattached individuals entered in any of the events.   
3.3.5.  Each student athlete must supply their own health- accident 
insurance as required by the high school   
3.3.6.  Athletes participating in an OHSET associated activity must 
wear a properly adjusted regulation ASTM/SEI helmet while mounted 
or in a vehicle (cart, wagon, buggy, etc) being pulled by one or more 
equines  
3.3.7.  The student athlete must meet the scholastic requirements 
and/or the athletic guidelines of OSAA or their school in order to be 
eligible to participate in OHSET.  
3.3.8.  Athlete’s parents/guardians are responsible for athlete 
transportation and transportation of their equine.  
3.3.9.  Code of Conduct Standards and Release:  All athletes and their 
parents or guardian must read, sign and understand the OHSET Code 
of Conduct Standards and Release form.  
3.3.10.  Registration of Athlete:   A completed competitor registration 
form with listed attachments (below) must be signed, filed with team 
and available at all events and practices.  
•	  Medical insurance information 
•	  Confirmation of Scholastic Eligibility 
•	  Code of Conduct 
•	  Goal and Evaluation sheet
•	  Health Release Form
•	 Completed registration of each athlete will include: 

o	 Paid fees involved in participation 
o	 Rulebook
o	 OHSET State Patch 
o	 Athlete number
o	 Opportunity to be elected as a Youth Rep to the State 

Board (this is important to Athletes college bound)
3.3.10.1.  Registration deadline is January 15. However, an 
athlete may register up until March 1st. Late registrations may 
incur a late fee at the discretion of the district. Late fees shall 
not exceed $25.

3.3.11.  Competing Athlete:  Student in 9-12 grade interested in 
competing on an equestrian team who:  
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•	 Has a team advisor/team coach 
•	  Meet their High School criteria for participation in athletic or 

club activities
•	 Meet OHSET registration criteria including, but not limited to:

o	 Register with the district and the state
o	 Total fees paid to state and district 
o	 Signed OHSET Code of Conduct and Release form
o	 Copy of medical insurance card required (if 

applicable)
o	 Scholastic requirements met per school requirements

3.3.11.1.  Competing Athletes are entitled to: 
o	 Participate and practice as a rider/handler with team
o	 Compete as an athlete at District Meets
o	 Attend and Participate in District and State Board 

meetings
o	 Qualify and compete as a rider/handler in the State 

Meet
o	 Receive Year End District and State Meet Awards

3.3.12.  Non Competing Athlete:  Student in 9-12 grade interested in  
participating on an equestrian team who: 
•	 Has an advisor/team coach
•	 Meet their High School criteria for participation in athletic or  

club activities 
•	 Meet OHSET registration criteria including, but not limited  

to:
o	 Register with District and State
o	 Total fees paid to State and District
o	 Signed OHSET Code of Conduct and Release Form
o	 Copy of medical insurance card required
o	 Scholastic requirements met per school requirements

3.3.12.1.  Non-Competing Athletes are entitled to: 
o	 Participate during OHSET practices, functions, and meets
o	 Non Competing Athletes participation may include, but is 

not limited to:
	 Groom 
	 Team Manager
	 Team Secretary 
	 Team Treasurer
	 Stall Cleaner

3.4.  Athlete Participation in District Meets
3.4.1.  Varsity, Junior Varsity Participation

3.4.1.1.  Each team will have a total of fifty-one (51) Varsity 
slots and one hundred and two (102) Junior Varsity slots to be 
utilized in their individual events. 
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3.4.1.2.  Junior Varsity Athletes may ride in the competition as 
the schedule allows. 
3.4.1.3.  Individual Junior Varsity points are not awarded to the 
Team. (See Scoring/Placing)
3.4.1.4.  At the advisor/coach’s discretion, a Junior Varsity 
member may ride as a Varsity and or Junior Varsity at the same 
meet as long as there are only 51 Varsity slots used.
3.4.1.5.  It is up to the advisor/coach of the team as to who will 
perform in the 51 Varsity /102 Junior Varsity slots.

3.4.2.  An athlete may participate in up to five (5) individual events, 
and all team events. Athletes may only ride in each individual or team 
event one time per meet.

3.4.2.1.  Athletes from a school participating in a Team Event 
must  be of the same discipline including the same color shirt 
for uniformity.  

3.4.2.1.1.  Example:  IHOR class all members of Team 
A: will be all English or all Western style  
(not 3 English and 1 Western). 

3.4.3.  Points for events in all 3 meets will be added together. 
3.4.4.  Athletes will wear assigned number in the arena while 
participating.

3.5.  Alternate Participation in OHSET 
3.5.1.  One (1) alternate will be allowed for all team events. 
3.5.2.  A new team is formed when anyone other than the original 
athletes, including their designated alternate, ride in that event.
3.5.3.  A pool of alternates will be named for teams in each qualifying 
event prior to the first competition.

3.5.3.1.  Once an athlete is drawn from the pool of alternates 
and rides on a team, he/she becomes a permanent member of 
that team and that team can use no other alternates.

3.5.4.  In case of injury or illness, if a team in team events has no 
alternates, the team may ride short if they have a physician’s written 
statement or a stewardship committee’s approval.  
3.5.5.  Any team event at the State Championship that allows 
alternates, the alternate pool may include any athletes that are  not 
participating in the state meet in that particular event.  Teams may 
choose up to one new alternate for any team event.
3.5.6.  At the State Meet, alternates must be declared before the first 
athlete enters the gate for a specific event.

3.6.  Combination Team Participation (COMBO)
3.6.1. Each application for a Combination Team will be evaluated and 
voted upon based on individual merit.
3.6.2. Exceptions to OHSET’s combination team process may be 
made due to specific circumstances. In no case shall an exception 
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granted be deemed a precedent on which to base future COMBO 
decisions.
3.6.3. Only schools may apply for a combination team, not families or 
individuals.
3.6.4. Recruitment of athletes, and any conduct or circumstances 
toward that end, or to the appearance thereof, is to be strongly 
discouraged; and any application determined to promote recruitment 
will be denied.
3.6.5. Definitions:

3.6.5.1. Combination Team Student(s): attending a high school 
that has 3 or less competing athletes,
applies, as a school (known as the applying school), to 
participate with another high school for the only
purpose of competing in a team event or events.
3.6.5.2. Applying Team: The school that does not have enough 
athletes to field a team for a specific event and is applying to 
combine with another school.

3.6.5.2.1.  Teams may not apply for combination status 
on any event for which they have enough athletes on 
their team to participate regardless if athletes choose to 
participate in that event or not.

 
Table to put in place 
 
 

 Team Events 
Applying 

Team 
Size 

Bi-
Rangle 

Pairs Penning IHOR Drill 
4s 

Drill 
5+ 

Can. 
Flags 

Versatility 

1 YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 
2 NO NO YES YES YES YES YES YES 
3 NO NO NO YES YES YES YES YES 

  
3.6.5.3 Sponsoring Team: The school that will combine with 
the applying school’s students in team
events for OHSET competitions and practice.
3.6.5.4. Recruitment, or “undue influence” is that attempt by 
any person (including, but not limited to coaches, advisors, 
trainers, boosters, teachers, or administrators) to induce a 
student to attend/participate at a public or private school for the 
purpose of creating a team of elite competitors.

3.6.6. Team COMBO
3.6.6.1. Sponsoring teams have no size limit.
3.6.6.2. Applying teams with more than three (3) competing 
athletes will not be allowed to combine.

3.6.6.2.1.  Applying team cannot combine with two 
different schools.
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3.6.6.3. Both of the combination teams must submit in writing, 
stating who the applying school is and who the combining 
school is. This information should be addressed to the District 
Board, on the proper form, to the District Chair for review and 
approval by the District Board of Directors.
3.6.6.4. Team COMBO Procedure for Approval

3.6.6.4.1. The Head Coach and Advisor of the sponsoring 
school must sign the application.
3.6.6.4.2. The Head Coach and Advisor of the applying 
school must sign the application.
3.6.6.4.3. Each completed application will be reviewed 
for approval at the next regular District Board
meeting, and if approved, notification is to be sent to the 
State Board. All requests and approvals from
application to District Board approval must happen 
between October 1st and January 31st of the
current season.

3.6.6.5. Approved team combinations exist only for the current 
season.
3.6.6.6 There will be no restrictions on State Championship or 
PNWIC participation.
3.6.6.7 Points are awarded equally to both combination teams
3.6.6.8 Combination teams may compete in their respective 
school’s uniforms/colors with their unique athlete
number.
3.6.6.9 Alternates – If alternates are used, both combination 
schools make up the alternate pool.

3.7.  Equine Participation in OHSET
3.7.1.  The team advisor/coach must be informed of any health issues 
that would affect the participation of the equine athlete.

3.7.1.1.  Equine requiring any controlled medication will be 
identified prior to competing in an OHSET event.  Athletes are 
to inform and communicate the need for such medication to 
their team coach/advisor including a veterinary prescription, 
prior to competing at current District or State Meet. 
3.7.1.2  Obvious lameness or unsoundness detected in 
participating horses can/will result in disqualification, the only 
exception to this statement and rule is:  

3.7.1.2.1.  Equine must have written veterinary 
permission to perform and includes the statement “will 
not further the injury or cause increased pain.”

3.7.1.3.  Drugging horses/lameness:  The OHSET Organization 
and its Board Members do not condone the use of drugs, herbal 
compounds, or surgical procedures which affect an  animal’s 
conformation, appearance, or natural performance.
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3.7.2.  Cruelty
3.7.2.1.  If cruelty is reported, it will be investigated and 
appropriate action taken. If persistent, it will be reason for 
elimination from the event or disqualification from that meet.
3.7.2.2.  Refer to Code of Conduct violation procedure for 
appropriate action.

3.7.3.  Equines cannot be shared in the same event in a single meet.
3.7.3.1.  Equine may be used in the same event from district to 
district.  If more than one athlete qualifies for State with that 
equine, only ONE athlete will be able to use it (per event) at 
the State Championship.   
3.7.3.2.  Under this rule, Freestyle Drill and Freestyle Fours 
shall be considered as different events as it relates to horse use 
only.  Horses may be shared by two different athletes, but the 
same athlete cannot ride in both “events”.

3.7.4.  Equine Age:  
3.7.4.1.  For competition  purposes any equine is considered 
to be one year old the first day of January following the actual 
date of foaling. January 1st will be considered the birth date 
for deternining age from then on. 
3.7.4.2.  Equine 5 and under in any western event may use a 
regulation snaffle or rawhide bosal.
3.7.4.3.  Equine 6 and over may use any standard bit for that 
event or breed (except timed events, working pairs and drill.)  
Refer to specific class rules for further clarification.

3.7.5  Stallions:  No stallions of any age will be allowed to 
participate in OHSET.

4.  Athlete Uniform
4.1.  Helmet: All athletes participating in an OHSET Sponsored riding 
or (equine drawn) driving activity, MUST wear an ASTM/SEI Helmet, 
properly adjusted according to manufacturer’s instructions

4.1.1.  The helmet must maintain the proper adjustment throughout 
the entire event or a disqualification may occur.
4.1.2.  No decorated (adornments of any kind) helmets allowed

4.1.2.1.  Exception: Helmet covers: Solid or Multicolored 
helmet covers are allowed in all events.

4.2.  Polo Shirt: Upon entering the arena for an event the athlete must 
wear a solid colored polo shirt with collar, long sleeves rolled down to the 
wrist, and shirt tucked in as part of the required uniform. 

4.2.1.  One Solid Color, Long Sleeve Polo Shirt
4.2.1.1.  Should be clean and in good repair (no rips, tears, or 
holes)
4.2.1.2.  Buttons of polo shirt should not be left open in a 
manner that creates an indecent or sloppy appearance 
4.2.1.3.  See graphic for Shirt numbering and lettering 
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requirements and options
4.2.1.4.  The polo shirt may ONLY contain the items 
specifically listed as optional or required. No other additional 
design/lettering/adornments will be allowed.  Optional items 
MUST be in the designated space that is allowed for them
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For example: The school logo must only be in 1a or 1b. It may 
NOT be in the flag area.

4.2.2.  Optional Areas  (Diagram 1a and 1b)
4.2.2.1.  No more than four inches by four inches
4.2.2.2.  This area may be used for
•	One school logo or one team logo
•	Athlete name or school name (with or without the words 

“Equestrian Team”  
•	These items may be on one side or the other or split between 

the two sides, but may not be duplicated on both sides
4.2.3.  Flag is optional and can be a maximum of two inches by three 
inches

4.2.3.1.  The flag must face forward and be on the left sleeve 
only

4.2.4.  Sponsor logo is optional.  
4.2.4.1.  The sponsor logo may be a maximum of two square 
inches, on the right sleeve only.  Only one sponsor logo is 
allowed on a polo shirt, but may be different for each athlete

4.2.5.  High School Name is optional  
4.2.5.1.  The maximum font size is three inches and should 
be printed in one or two parallel lines.  The name may not 
interfere with the number in any way

Example:  Smithville High School  (all on one line)
or
Smithville
High School  (two lines)

4.2.6.  Number is required 
4.2.6.1.  The font size must be a minimum of four inches or a 
maximum of five inches 
4.2.6.2.  The number may be pinned on the shirt 
4.2.6.3.  No additional graphics may be used on the number.  
4.2.6.4.  The font style must be clearly readable  
4.2.6.5. Athletes must enter the arena wearing the correct 
number. Failure to do so will result in a disqualification

4.2.7.  Any garments may be worn underneath polo shirt
4.2.7.1.  The garment may NOT at any time go higher than the 
chin of the athlete
4.2.7.2.  The garment may NOT cover any portion of the 
uniform, including the collar
4.2.7.3.  For example, a wild rag, scarf, or turtleneck may be 
worn under the polo and they may come farther up the neck of 
the athlete than the collar, but they may NOT cover any portion 
of the collar.

4.3.  Safety Vest
4.3.1.  May be worn by any athlete in any event
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4.3.2.  May be worn over or under the polo shirt, but may not cover 
the athlete’s number, which must be clearly visible

4.4.  Pants
4.4.1.  Must be proper style for class discipline

4.4.1.1.  Western style pants or jeans of solid color
4.4.1.2.  Breeches or jodhpurs of solid color

4.4.1.2.1.  Saddle seat jodhpurs may be pinstriped
4.4.2.  Pants must be worn on the outside of the boots during 
performance classes
4.4.3.  Pants may be worn inside the boots in Daubing, Breakaway, 
Team Penning,  and timed events
4.4.4.  Pants must be neat, clean with no rips, tears or holes

4.5.  Boots
4.5.1.  Boots must be clean (free from mud and excessive dirt) and in 
good repair

4.6.  Miscellaneous
4.6.1.  No adornments are allowed on uniform
4.6.2.  This includes anything pinned, sewn, glued or otherwise 
attached to uniform with the exception of the athlete’s number.
4.6.3.  Athletes with long hair need to wear it neatly away from the 
face and take care that the complete number is clearly visible and not 
blocked in any way

4.7  Team Event Uniformity
4.7.1.  Athletes from a school participating in a team event must be on 
the same discipline, including shirt color, for uniformity.
4.7.2.  COMBO Teams may compete in their respective school 
uniforms/colors with their unique athlete number.

5.  Tack & Equipment
5.1.  If an athlete enters the arena with equipment that is considered to be 
unsafe the athlete will not be allowed to continue on the course.  
5.2.  If an athlete enters the arena with missing required equipment or 
illegal equipment (including uniform) that is not considered to be unsafe 
they will be allowed to continue on the course and receive scores and 
comments but will be disqualified. 
5.3.  Halters of any style may be used in In Hand events and will not effect 
the score or result in a disqualification.	

6.  The Season & Scheduling
6.1.  OHSET Season begins November 1st of the current school year and 
ends after State, Regional, or National Competition.
6.2.  No equine practices shall occur prior to November 1st of the current 
school year or after State, Regional, or National Competition 

6.2.1.  Team practices and coaching must occur ONLY during the 
scheduled season. This includes:  

6.2.1.1.  Varsity/Junior Varsity tryouts 
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6.2.1.2.  Selection of Events
6.2.1.3.  Athletes practicing on foot a specified event.  i.e.: Drill

6.2.2.  OHSET Members may gather at any time without equine for a 
purpose other than practicing, such as fundraisers and team parties.

6.3.  Clinics or other equine related functions may be held outside the 
scheduled season provided they are open to all schools. Clinic organizers 
must notify the State Board prior to the clinic to communicate with all 
districts and obtain appropriate OHSET insurance. 
6.4.  Each district will hold three competitions between the General 
Meeting and three weeks prior to the State Championship. 

6.4.1.  If possible, the competitions should be held at a facility large 
enough to accommodate all of the events in one weekend. 
6.4.2.  If it is not possible to hold all the events on the same weekend,  
events should be scheduled as close as possible.  
6.4.3.  Schools may field as many event teams as they can.  

6.4.3.1.  Districts may limit event teams if needed.
6.5.  District Ride Time Assignment

6.5.1.  Meet time slots may be given to schools, not individuals. 
6.5.2.  If an athlete is not available at the designated team time, that 
individual’s ride may be forfeited. 
6.5.3.  Drill team order shall be selected by a draw

7.  Patterns
7.1.  The OHSET State Judges’ Committee will draw up and submit the 
patterns for approval by the State Board for each competition year.
7.2.  The patterns used at District Competitions may be altered for State 
Competitions. However, State Championship patterns shall not use 
elements not found in the patterns used at District Meets during the year. 
7.3.  Pattern classes will be judged on a 1 to 10 basis for each maneuver, 5 
being average.  A score sheet will be designed for each pattern. 

7.3.1.  See Table 
10 Points Excellent Perfect, no improvement possible.  Rarely given

9 Points Very Good Hard to fault, but not quite perfect,  Rarely given

8 Points Good Outstanding, lovely to watch.  Occasionally given

7 Points Fairly Good Nicely performed, above average

6 Points Satisfactory Correctly performed with minor mistakes

5 Points Sufficient Neither good or bad, noncommittal score

4 Points Insufficient Performed, lacking in precision and/or control

3 Points Fairly Bad Performed, not smoothly executed, showing some lack of 
control or precision

2 Points Bad Little response to aids, movement hard to decipher 

1 Point Very Bad Attempted, incomplete or difficult to decipher

0 Points Not Performed No attempt to perform, Rarely given
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8.0.  Judging
8.1.  Judges’ decisions are final in all cases under the scope of their 
responsibility.
8.2.  Disqualification

8.2.1. If an athlete enters the arena with equipment that is considered 
to be unsafe the athlete will not be allowed to continue on the course 
and will be disqualified.
8.2.2.  If an athlete enters the arena with missing required 
equipment,prohibited equipment, or illegal use of permitted 
equipment, including holding the reins improperly, that is not 
considered by the judge to be unsafe, the athlete will be allowed to 
continue on the course or pattern and receive scores and comments, 
but will be disqualified.
8.2.3. Uniform violations
8.2.4. Obvious lameness or unsoundness detected in participating 
horses can/will result in disqualification, the only exception to this 
statement and rule is:  

8.2.4.1.  Equine must have written veterinary permission to 
perform and includes the statement “will not further the injury 
or cause increased pain.”

8.3.  Elimination
8.3.1. If equipment fails after the athlete enters the arena and is 
considered to be a safety hazard, the athlete will not be allowed to 
continue and will be eliminated from the event.
8.3.2. Three combined refusals in Hunt Seat Equitation Over Fences. 
8.3.3.  “Off Course” in Hunt Seat Equitation Over Fences.
8.3.4.  No Times in timed or cow events.
8.3.5.  Unintentionally grounded athlete
8.3.6.  Judges will eliminate any athlete and/or animal they consider 
to be unsafe.
8.3.7.  Cruelty, if persistent, will result in elimintion from the event.

8.4.  Point Deductions (neither elimination nor disqualification)
8.4.1. If equipment fails after the athlete enters the arena and does 
not present a safety hazard, the athlete can continue and will not be 
disqualified or eliminated.  The equipment failure will be reflected in 
the horsemanship score.
8.4.2.  If an athlete begins the course or pattern with legal equipment, 
used properly, but then uses the equipment illegally while on 
course, the athlete will receive a score of zero (0) for each maneuver 
performed in that manner.  All maneuvers performed using equipment 
legally on the same pattern will be scored normally.
8.4.3.  Off Course 

8.4.3.1.  Athletes will receive ZERO (0) points for the elements 
of the pattern that are “off course” or not attempted (including 
reining).
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8.4.3.1.1.  Refer to Dressage rules for an exception. 
8.4.3.2.  The “off course” athlete will not be disqualified or 
eliminated. 

8.4.3.2.1.  Refer to Hunt Seat Equitation Over Fences for 
an exception. 

8.5.  District Judges’ Evaluation Forms should be submitted from each 
district to the Judges’ Committee based on observations and comments 
on each judge used at OHSET competitions.  These evaluations will serve 
as a resource for future clinics and constructive improvement for current 
card holding judges. District Judges’ Evaluation Forms are available on the 
OHSET website.  

9.  Cooperative Sponsorship 
9.1.  Each application for Cooperative Sponsorship will be evaluated and 
voted upon based on individual merit. 
9.2.  Exceptions to OHSET’s cooperative sponsorship process may be 
made due to specific circumstances.  In no case shall an exception granted 
be deemed a precedent on which to base future decisions regarding 
cooperative sponsorship.
9.3.  Only Schools, Districts, or State organizations may apply for 
cooperative sponsorship, not families or individuals.  
9.4.  Recruitment of athletes, and any conduct or circumstances toward that 
end, or to the appearance thereof, is to be strongly discouraged; and any 
application presented with that intent will be denied.  
9.5.  Definitions:  

9.5.1.  Team Co-op Student(s):  attending a high school that does not  
offer an OHSET program applies, as a school, to compete with a high 
school that does offer an OHSET program. 
9.5.2.  District Co-op School(s):  apply to compete in a district 
outside their OHSET district boundaries.
9.5.3.  State Co-op State(s) ~ other than Oregon apply to compete as 
an OHSET District(s).  
9.5.4.  Applying Team:  The school that does not offer an OHSET 
team and is applying to compete with another school.  
9.5.5.  Sponsoring Team:  The school that will compete under its  
own name, and wishes to integrate the applying school’s students for 
OHSET competitions.
9.5.6.  Fundamental Rule:  It is a fundamental rule of OHSET that 
a student must attend and represent only the public school located 
within the public school attendance boundaries of the student’s place 
of residence with parents or guardian.
9.5.7.  Home School Students:  A student, who meets the 
homeschooled eligibility standards established by Oregon law, may 
represent the public school or private school where they live.  That 
is the public school within whose  attendance boundaries the student 
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and parents of the student reside (curb address). If a private school 
is located within that public school’s attendance boundaries, the 
homeschool student may choose to represent that private school.  If 
that public school does not have an OHSET team, then the home 
school student would ask that public school to form an OHSET team, 
or follow the OHSET Co-Op process for that public school, in order 
for the homeschool student to participate.
9.5.8. Private/Charter/Alternative High School Students:  Private/
Charter/Alternative High Schools may not apply for Cooperative 
Sponsorship. Their students may form a team at the Private/Charter/
Alternative High School where they are enrolled.  If their school will 
not approve a team, they may represent the public school where they 
live.  That is the public school within whose attendance boundaries 
the student and parents of the student reside (curb address).  If that 
public school does not have an OHSET team, then the Private/
Charter/Alternative student would ask that public school to form 
an OHSET team, or follow the OHSET Co-Op process for that 
public school, in order for the Private/Charter/Alternative student to 
participate.
9.5.9.  Recruitment, or “undue influence” is that attempt by any 
person (including, but not limited to coaches, advisors, trainers, 
boosters, teachers, or administrators) to induce a student to attend/
participate at a public or private school for the purpose of athletic 
program participation.

9.6.  Team CO-OP
9.6.1.  Sponsoring teams having more than nine (9) student athletes 
will not be allowed to co-op teams.
9.6.2.  Applying teams with more than four (4) student athletes will 
not be allowed to co-op.
9.6.3.  Both of the co-op teams must submit in writing, addressed 
to the State Board, on the proper form to the District Secretary for 
review and approval by the District Board of Directors, stating who 
the applying school is and who the cooperative school is.
9.6.4.  Team CO-OP Procedure for Approval   

9.6.4.1.  The Principal, Athletic Director or Authorized school 
official of the sponsoring school must sign the application.
9.6.4.2.  The Principal, Athletic Director or Authorized 
school official of the applying school must be informed of the 
application.
9.6.4.3.  If the officials deny cooperation, the Board of 
Directors (district level) may follow through to ascertain the 
reasons for this decision.
9.6.4.4.  Each completed application will be reviewed for 
approval at the next regular meeting, District and then State, 
following receipt of application.
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9.6.5.  Team Co-op deadline is the same as the athlete registration 
deadline during the OHSET season.  
9.6.6.  Team Co-ops will be approved for one year. 

9.7.  District CO-OP
9.7.1.  Criteria to be considered by Applicant:  

9.7.1.1.  District(s) and State(s), Geographical District 
boundaries
9.7.1.2.  Projected district growth, and /or economical issues.

9.7.2.  The applying high school(s) must submit in writing to their 
district on proper OHSET application form.  The current district must 
approve co-op.
9.7.3.  The current district sends request to sponsoring district, 
addressed to the State Board, on the proper OHSET application form 
to the District Secretary for review by the District Board of Directors, 
stating who the school is and who the sponsoring district is. The 
Sponsoring District must approve co-op.
9.7.4.  District Co-op deadline is the same as the athlete registration 
deadline during the OHSET season.
9.7.5.  The application is brought to the current district’s Board to be 
approved or disapproved.  If approved, the current district signs and 
forwards the application to the sponsoring district.
9.7.6.  The application is brought to the sponsoring district’s board 
to be approved or disapproved.  If approved, the sponsoring district 
signs and forwards the application to the State Board.
9.7.7.  The application is brought to the State Board to be approved or 
disapproved by a majority vote of the State Board of Directors.
9.7.8.  Each completed application will be reviewed at the next 
regular meeting, District or State, following receipt of co-op 
application form.
9.7.9.  District Co-ops will be approved for one (1) year.

9.10.  State CO-OP
9.10.1.  The Authorized organization official of the applying State 
must sign the application.
9.10.2.  The State approved application is to be sent to the OHSET 
State Board to be approved or disapproved by a majority vote of the 
OHSET State Board of Directors.
9.10.3.  Each completed application will be reviewed at the next  
regular State meeting, following receipt of co-op application form.  
9.10.4.  Criteria to be considered by applicant:  OHSET district(s) and 
states geographical district boundaries, projected district or state(s) 
growth, and/or economical issues.  
9.10.5.  State Co-op deadline is the same as the athlete registration 
deadline during the OHSET season.
9.10.6.  State Co-ops will be approved for two (2) years.
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10.  Scoring/Placing
1st    -    20 pts 6th    -   11 pts 11th    -   6 pts

2nd   -   18 pts 7th    -   10 pts 12th    -   5 pts
3rd    -   16 pts 8th    -    9 pts 13th    -   4 pts
4th    -   14 pts 9th    -    8 pts 14th    -   3 pts
5th    -   12 pt 10th   -   7 pts 15th    -   2 pts
Participation   1 pt

10.1.  Point System 
10.1.1.  Method of scoring will remain consistent at the State and 
District level. 
10.1.2.  State qualifiers at the district level are not official until 
confirmed by the State.
10.1.3.  District results must be submitted to the State Points Chair 
within one week of each district meet.
10.1.4.  Ties are not to be broken at any District Meet or the State 
Championship in any event, except as noted below for Team Penning 
and IHOR. 

10.1.4.1.  Points are awarded equally to all athlete/teams with 
scores tied at that placing except IHOR and Team Penning 
where time breaks the tie. 
10.1.4.2.  All athletes/teams with tied scores will receive full 
points for the position they are tied at.
10.1.4.3. Combo Teams are awarded points equally as if tied.
10.1.4.4.  The points for placing below the ties are awarded 
as usual after the number of tied positions has been subtracted 
from the placing except combo teams, where tied positions
will not be subtracted.

EXAMPLE:
Tie for 1st. No 2nd place or 2nd place points awarded

Score 90   -   1st place, 20 pts Qualifies as a 1,2,3 finish

Score 90   -   1st place, 20 pts Qualifies as a 1,2,3 finish

Score 89   -   3rd place, 16 pts Qualifies as a 1,2,3 finish

Score 88   -   4th place, 14 pts Does NOT qualify as a 1,2,3 finish

Score 87   -   5th place, 12 pts Does NOT qualify as a 1,2,3 finish

Tie for 2nd. No 3rd place or 3rd place points awarded
Score 90   -   1st place, 20 pts Qualifies as a 1, 2, 3 finish

Score 89   -   2nd place, 18 pts Qualifies as a 1, 2, 3 finish

Score 89   -   2nd place,  18 pts Qualifies as a 1, 2, 3 finish

Score 88   -   4th place, 14 pts Does NOT qualify as a 1, 2, 3 finish

Score 87   -   5th place, 12 pts Does NOT qualify as a 1, 2, 3 finish
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Clarification 1:  In Hand Obstacle Relay (IHOR) – ties in total 
score awarded at a meet are broken by lowest time.  If still tied, 
tie is not broken. IHOR ties in year end point totals in a district 
are NOT broken.
Clarification 2: Team Penning – OHSET rules used to sort 
number of goes cows are penned; number of cows penned, and 
total time.  If still tied, tie isn’t broken.

10.2. Team Points
10.2.1. Team points, including participation points, are double the 

individual points.  
10.2.1.1. Schools are to be allowed to field as many event teams as 

they would like. 
10.2.1.2. If a school has more than one team in a team event, only 

the top team’s score is counted toward total team points.  
No Participation points given to remaining teams from the 
same school.

10.2.1.3. In Drill, at a District meet, a school may earn meet team 
points from only one drill team-their highest placing drill 
team from either Freestyle 6+ or Freestyle Fours, but not 
both. 

10.2.2.  Districts may limit event teams if needed.  
10.2.3.  All team points are tracked for State qualification. 

10.3.  Individual Points 
10.3.1.  Junior Varsity points are not awarded to the team or year-end 

high-point team award.  
10.3.2.  The Junior Varsity athlete will receive individual points and be 

eligible for individual year-end awards and state qualifying.  
10.4.  Disqualification (No points awarded)

10.4.1.  Points are NOT given for disqualifications.
10.4.1.1.  If an athlete/team is disqualified from an event for any 

reason, the athlete/team and school team will not receive a 
point, including participation points

10.4.1.2.  Disqualification will be given for prohibited equipment, 
including uniform violations

10.4.1.3. An athlete may be disqualified for cruelty to horse or 
persons 

10.4.1.4.  Obvious lameness or unsoundness detected in 
participating equine

10.5.  Elimination (Participation point awarded)
10.5.1.  Eliminated athletes/teams will receive participation point(s)
10.5.2.  Eliminations include:

10.5.2.1.  Three combined refusals in Hunt Seat Equitation Over 
Fences 
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10.5.2.2.  “Off Course” in Hunt Seat Equitation Over Fences
10.5.2.3.  No Times in timed or cow events
10.5.2.4.  Unintentionally grounded athlete

10.5.3.  Eliminated athletes will not be eligible for placing points
10.6.  Off Course

10.6.1.  Athletes will receive ZERO (0) points for the elements of the 
pattern that are “off course” or not attempted (including reining)

10.6.1.1.  Refer to Dressage rules for an exception. 
10.6.2.  The “off course” athlete will not be disqualified or eliminated 

10.6.2.1.  Refer to Hunt Seat Equitation Over Fences for an 
exception 

10.6.3.  All other element scores will be tallied and awarded to athlete 

11.  Year End District Points  
11.1.  An accurate point count must be kept for every event in the 

competition and points compiled at the end of the district’s 
competition season. 

11.2.  Each individual/team’s points for all three meets will be added 
together for ranking. 

11.3.  Athletes may qualify for a maximum of 5 individual year-end 
awards or state qualification.
11.3.1.  State Qualifiers at the district level are not official until 

confirmed by the State.	
11.4.  Participation points alone cannot qualify an athlete or team for 

year-end awards or the State Championship.
11.5.  Ties in year end district point totals are not broken.
11.6.  Average Event/Class Size 

11.6.1.  For each district meet, add up the total number of athletes/
teams that competed in that event. 

11.6.1.1.  No-shows and scratches do not count toward event total.  
11.6.1.2.  DNF (did not finish) or DQ’s do count toward event 

total.
11.6.2.  Add totals for that event for all three meets. Divide by three. 

All fractions are rounded up. 
11.7.  A minimum of three (3) and up to a maximum of 10% 

(rounded up) of the average number of individual/team 
competitors identified above, of the top year end point earners 
in each event will qualify for the State Championship. 

11.7.1.  TOP 10% RULE: Multiply .10 times the average event size. If 
the average event size is 30 (even) or less, that event sends award 
winners only to State.  NOTE: This may result in more than 
three award winners going to State if there are ties in the award 
placing.

11.7.1.1.  If average event size is 30 plus a fraction or more, that 
event sends, the top 10% of the average event size. 
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11.7.1.2.  These point results are to be submitted to the State 
Board of Directors for notification of State competition 
participants. 

Clarification 1:  All award winners qualify for State Championship, 
even if total number of award winners is greater than 10% of event.

Example A:   Two athletes tied for first place in district.  
Average event size is 29. Both athletes tied at first place 
receive gold awards, 3rd highest receives silver, 4th highest 
receives bronze.  All four qualify for State.
Example B:   Three Team Penning teams tied for third place 
in district. Average event size is 30.  Award gold and silver as 
usual, and three tied teams receive bronze awards.  All five 
teams qualify for State. 

Clarification 2:  There is a tie at the score for the last qualifying 
(non-award) spot; all with that score qualify for State.

Example A:  No ties in award placing.  Average event size is 
60.  10% rule would send 6 to State.  There are two athletes/
teams tied for sixth place.  Both athletes/teams tied for sixth 
qualify for State.

Clarification 3:  10% rule determines more than award winners 
will qualify for State, and there is a tie at a position above the last 
qualifying position.  The number of athletes/teams determined with 
the 10% rule does not increase.

Example A:  No ties in award placing.  There are two athletes 
tied for fourth place. Average event size is 60. 10% rule would 
send six to State.  The event sends the top six qualifiers to 
State.

Clarification 4:  If there were originally ties for placings that 
qualified for State and a qualifier does not attend the State 
Championship, additional placings/alternates qualify only based on 
the 10% Rule.

Example A:  Three Team Penning teams tied for third in 
district. Average event size is 30.  Award gold, silver and 
three bronze awards are given.  All five teams qualify.  Any 
of the qualifying teams then declines to attend. No additional 
(alternate) teams qualify to attend until the number of award 
winning teams attending the State Championship drops below 
three.
Example B:  Three athletes tied for third place in district.  
Average event size is 60.  10% rule would send six to State.  
Gold, silver and bronze awards are given.   The top athletes 
(award winners plus next highest scoring athlete) qualify 
for State.  Any qualifying athlete declines to attend the State 
Championship, the first alternate is now qualified to attend, 
keeping the total qualifiers attending the State Championship 
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to six.
Example C:  No ties in award placing.  There are two riders 
tied for sixth place.  Average event size is 60.  10% rule 
would send six to State.  Both athletes tied for sixth place 
qualified for State.  Any qualifier declined to attend the 
State Championship, no additional athletes qualify to attend 
until the number of remaining qualifiers attending the State 
Championship drops below six.

Clarification 5:  If a qualifier does not attend, and there were only 
three award winners originally with an event size of 30 or less, 
and there is a tie for the next alternate position, then all tied at that 
position are eligible to attend State.

Example A:  No ties in award placings. There is a three-way 
tie for fourth place.  Average event size is 30.  The three award 
winners qualify for State.  Any award qualifier declined to 
attend State, all three alternates tied for fourth place now 
qualify to attend.

12. Awards 
12.1.  District Awards

12.1.1.  The top three (3) individual and team event winners will be 
awarded gold, silver and bronze medals respectively.

12.1.1.1.  An athlete must have an official time in order to medal in 
roping and daubing.

12.1.2.  High Point team of all designations (Large, Medium, Small, 
and Mini) will be awarded a team trophy.

12.1.2.1.  Junior Varsity points are not included in the totals for the 
high point team awards.

12.1.3.  At a minimum, the following Individual High Points and 
Reserve High Points will be awarded:

12.1.3.1.  Performance
12.1.3.1.1.  Highest and 2nd highest point earners when all 

individual performance event point totals are tallied.
12.1.3.2.  Timed Event

12.1.3.2.1.  Highest and 2nd highest point earner when all 
individual timed event point totals are tallied.

12.1.3.3.  Team Contributor
12.1.3.3.1.  Highest and 2nd highest point earner in only team 

events.
12.1.3.4.  Versatility

12.1.3.4.1.  Highest and 2nd highest point earner in a 
combination of timed and performance events

12.1.3.4.1.1.  Athlete must ride a 3-2 combination; 
meaning they must ride either 3 performance 
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New, Used, Commercial Retreading,
Agriculture Tires

We never get of watching OHSET
kids learn and grow!

Good Luck, Sue and Matt Lowe!

Family owned and operated since 1925

tired

Wyatt’s Tire Co.
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events and 2 timed events or 3 timed events 
and 2 performance events.  

12.1.3.4.1.2.  Only Individual event points count.
12.1.4.  Rookie of the year

12.1.4.1.  Rookie is defined as a first year OHSET member, any 
grade

12.1.4.2.  Highest individual point earner in their first OHSET year.
12.2.  Districts may determine other awards as appropriate.
12.3.  Additional details are available under the Awards Standard Operating 

Guideline, found in the appendix of this Rulebook.


